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Goals & Objectives

ÁThe role and importance of wound care management

ÁIdentify and document  wounds based on CMS / ICD 9 / ICD 10 criteria

ÁReview and classify wound types based on their perspective classification

ÁAppropriately utilize major elements of wound assessment

ÁUnderstand role of pain assessment and documentation in wound care

ÁReview the importance of digital wound imaging in documentation

ÁUnderstand best practice guidelines and documentation of wounds
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Overview

ɞɽ ʃɾɳɰʈÜʂ ɷɾɼɴ ɷɴɰɻʃɷ ɲɰʁɴ ɼɰʁɺɴʃ, ʃɷɴʁɴ ɸʂ ɰ ɽɴɴɳ ɵɾʁ ɸɽɲʁɴɰʂɴɳ ɰʆɰʁɴɽɴʂʂ ɰɱɾʄʃ 
the management, treatment and documentation of wounds. Inaccurate 
documentation and classification of the wounds leads to:

ÁInappropriate treatment of the wounds

ÁDelayed healing of wounds

ÁSuboptimal Medicare reimbursement

ÁDecreased quality of care delivery by the agency 

ÁDissatisfied clients 
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Wound Care Litigation

Current statistics on Verdicts and Settlements

ÁAverage Reported Award 2005-2010: $4,154,592

ÁHighest Awards 2005-2010

ÁDallas County, Texas: $84,425,000

ÁLos Angeles County, California: $48,493,140

ÁCook County, Illinois: $25,613,42
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Costof Treatment

Long Term Care Facilities/Hospitals
What it means to you per incident:

Pressure Ulcer $3,259 to $52,930

Venous Stasis Ulcer $9,695 per patient

Neuropathic Ulcer $16,000 to $28,000 per incident
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Documentation

It is extremely important that all documentation is completed 
thoroughly and accurately, this will prevent inaccurate 
reimbursement, claims denial and payment refunds. 90% of 
denied claims are due to lack of or incomplete documentation.
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Normal Skin
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Skin
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ÅSkin is the largest organ of the body

ÅSkin is not just one static layer; it varies in thickness depending on on
the location of the body. The thickest skin is found on the bottoms of 
the feet, while the thinnest is found around the eyes

ÅThere are 3 layers of the Skin:

Epidermis, Dermis & Subcutaneous
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Layers of the Skin
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Type of Wounds
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All wounds are not pressure ulcers !
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Classification of Wounds 
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ÁPressure Ulcers
ÁDiabetic / Neuropathic Ulcers
ÁVenous Stasis Ulcers
ÁArterial / Ischemic Ulcers
ÁSurgical Wounds
ÁAtypical Wounds
ÁFungating/ Malignant Wounds
ÁBurns


